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3rd Eastern Africa Youth Empowerment on Peace and Security 2019 

[bookmark: _Hlk529712160]Theme: “Towards a Continental Strategy for Youth’s Involvement in Peace-Building and Creative Development in Africa”

CONCEPT NOTE
The Sustainable Peace and Security Youth Campaign 2019 seeks to intensify the efforts for peace in Africa with young people as champions at both policy and practical levels

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The Eastern Africa Youth Empowerment Forum on Peace and Security (EAYEFPC) is an annual activity undertaken by the Yearning Voices Foundation in conjunction with the Pan African Movement (Uganda National Chapter) and is premised on empowering young people within the region and beyond in Peace Building, Pan-Africanism and fast-tracking of African Union Agenda 2063.  The forum was initiated in 2017 with the first ever East African Youth Empowerment Forum supported by CIVICUS during the celebrations of the International Peace Day. 
As part of the outcomes, the campaign has led to the introduction of Youth Peace Dialogues (YPD) across Uganda, Peace Caravans in the region and Youth Peace Ambassadors who have been trained and incorporated by the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD/CEWARN) as Peace and Conflict Early Warning Field Monitors. The forum  focuses on reaching out to youth from twelve (12) countries within the Eastern Africa region. That is, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, South Sudan, Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Somalia and Madagascar, and the whole world using online platforms.  
2.0 WHY THE FORUM?
In contemporary Africa, Peace and Security continues to be of great concern with challenges emanating from internal political conflicts and popular uprisings, terrorism and extremism, poverty, natural disasters including epidemics and wars. Besides the global estimates of Africa having the youngest population, African youth are considered to be socio-economically the most vulnerable population, a condition that instigates their susceptibility to violence. This vulnerability to some extent also accounts for illegal migration by some youth, who risk their lives daily by crossing the Mediterranean Sea or Sahara desert in search of “greener” pastures in Europe, and the modern slavery in the Middle East. 
Whereas, several factors could be attributed to the socio-economic vulnerability of youth to violence, their exclusion in decision and or policy-making levels hinders their effective participation and contribution to peace processes. Often, youth have limited participation and lack the opportunity to engage in policy formulation and implementation. Knowledge gaps are wide to the extent that the existing youth programs and instruments on peace and security at national, continental or international levels are barely known or appreciated. This leaves young people less informed and prone to disunity, manipulation and instrumentalisation by people or parties with hidden agendas that could destroy the youth demographic without progressive or sustainable development. 
Basing on the above background, the forum is envisaged to provide young people with the space for effective engagement and consultation at the policy formulation for youth inclusion in all peace processes at the local, regional, continental and international levels. This is in recognition that these spaces could be both formal and informal.
The forum will create a platform for the cross fertilization of ideas between young people and relevant national government and regional leaders in promoting peace and security. Also, the forum will promote the ethos that Pan Africanism is relevant in organizing African young people in a bid to fast-track the aspirations 4 and 6 of African Union agenda 2063 even before the set deadline. Like in the previous campaigns, participating youth will have the opportunity to inspire one another through marketing their work and sharing of successful stories from their respective countries in regard with peace and security; particularly to peace building and mediation in Africa.

3.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  

The main objective of the forum is to advance youth participation in both formulation and implementation of Peace and Security initiatives in Africa at communal and national levels. However, other specific objectives are;
1) To provide platform for youth to deliberate on gendered strategic measures for the promotion of sustainable peace and security.
2) To establish baseline information on the most impactful and sustainable peace and security initiatives.
3) To create output documents for policy formulation. 
4) To engage policy makers, opinion leaders and experts from governments and regional bodies on measures to effectively promote youths’ consultation and inclusion in peace-building efforts.

4.0 METHODOLOGY
 like in the previous forums, the 3rd EAYEFPS will be held in commemoration of the International Peace Day for two (2) days, 20th to 21st September, 2019, at Hotel Africana, Kampala – Uganda. The event will be organized under the theme; Towards a Continental Strategy for Youth’s Involvement in Peace-Building and Creative Development in Africa and it aims at intensifying the campaign for peace in Africa with young people as champions at both policy formulation and implementation levels. The forum will bring together more than 1,000 youth from across Eastern Africa and beyond. 
Before the forum,  A series of mobilisation activities will be conducted in different parts of Africa like Cross Border dialogues, Community Peace Dialogues championed by peace monitors,  University Peace Dialogues and lobby meetings with policy makers. All these will aim at enriching discussions at the forum but also involving stakeholders at the local level. 
 Various regional actors in the peace and security sector and stakeholders from Governments, regional bodies, Civil Society Organisations, private sector and academia will deliberate on matters of sustainable peace and security as well as youth involvement in Africa. This will make youth more vigilant, concerned and actively engaged in promoting sustainable peace and security towards African unity, regional integration and development.

5.0 OUTPUTS
· Establishment of baseline information on the most impactful and sustainable initiatives and programmes on peace and security;
· Formation of Community youth peace and security clubs;
· Continuous engagements with relevant stakeholders on youth inclusion and consultation in the promotion of Sustainable Peace and Security.
6.0 OUTCOMES 
· Baseline information on the most impactful and sustainable initiatives and programmes for peace and security established. 
· Community youth peace and security clubs formed. 
· Enhanced engagements and consultations of youth by relevant stakeholders on peace-building efforts.
7.0 PARTNERS 
· Yearning Voices Foundation – lead organizer
· Pan African Movement (Uganda National Chapter) – Organizer 
· African Union – partner 
· Inter-Governmental Authority on Development – partner 
· ACCORD- South Africa 

8.0 ANNEXURES 
1. Annual Peace and Security Youth Campaign Work plan 2019

ANNUAL SUSTAINABLE PEACE AND SECURITY YOUTH CAMPAIGN WORK PLAN 2019
	NO
	ACTIVITY
	TIMELINE
	Lead institution 

	
	
	Jan-Mar
	April- June
	July-Sept
	Oct-Dec
	

	1.
	Conduct a survey on sustainable peace and security initiatives
	
	
	
	
	YVF & Partners

	2.
	Conduct a Pan African Peace Caravan 2019
	
	
	
	
	YVF, Pan African Movement & Partners

	3.
	Convene Youth Peace Dialogues
	
	
	
	
	YVF & Partners

	4.
	Conduct the 3rd Eastern Africa Youth Empowerment Forum on Peace and Security
	
	
	
	
	YVF & Partners







Contacts:
Africa Youth Empowerment Forum on Peace and Security
Eastern Africa Regional Secretariat,
Yearning Voices Foundation
Tel: +256774205450, +256754166400,
Email: info@yvfug.org / empowermentforum@yvfug.org,
Website: www.yvfug.org
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